
DDRRAAIINNAAGGEE  SSYYSSTTEEMM  MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE
Do not dump or throw anything else into lakes, rivers,
steams, or ditches. Section 11-3-23 of the Birmingham
City Code prohibits “criminal littering” in any public or 
private waters or property. Moreover, if you see dumping
or debris in any of the private or public waters, contact
the Department of Public Works at (205) 254-6314 
or call 311, as the debris may increase flooding on 
your property.

Every piece of debris, such as garbage, tires, lumber,
furniture and appliances, can obstruct the flow of waters
that can cause overflows onto roads and yards. Even
grass clippings and branches can accumulate and plug
channels that may also result in an overflow. If your
property is next to a lake, stream or drainage structure,
please do your part — keep the banks and inlets clear
of brush and trash.

FFLLOOOODD  WWAARRNNIINNGG  SSYYSSTTEEMM
The Jefferson County Emergency Management Agency
(EMA) issues flood watches (when conditions are right
for flooding) and flood warnings (flooding is imminent 
or is in progress) for Birmingham through TV and radio
broadcasts. Since the EMA maintains 24-hour, direct 
contact with the National Weather Service (NWS), it can
provide the latest flood threat information. If needed,
the EMA also can override local cable broadcasts to 
provide flood threat information; send siren-equipped 
vehicles to critical facilities, such as hospitals, nursing
public places; and send mobile address units and 
personnel for door-to-door warning evacuation.
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NNAATTUURRAALL  AANNDD  BBEENNEEFFIICCIIAALL  
FFUUNNCCTTIIOONNSS
The floodplains within the City of Birmingham are an impor-
tant natural asset. These relatively low, natural areas next to
streams, rivers, and lakes periodically flood and, in doing so,
provide a wide range of benefits to both human and natural
systems. Some natural and beneficial functions of the flood
plain include:
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Storage and conveyance of stormwater.

Reduction of flood velocities and flood peaks, wind
and wave impacts, and soil erosion and sedimentation.

Improvement of water quality by filtering nutrients
and impurities from stormwater runoff.

Improvement of groundwater supply and quality that
helps maintain and improve conditions for municipal
and private wells.

Breeding and feeding grounds and habitats for many
plant and animal species.

Open space areas for parks, greenways, hiking,
camping, fishing, boating, bird-watching, picnicking,
jogging, cycling, nature observing, outdoor laborato-
ries for education, scientific study and research.

Indeed, the natural floodplains of Birmingham are one of our
most delicate and treasured assets. Please do your part to
preserve and protect them.
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Don’t wait for the next flood to buy flood insurance. Act now to
safeguard your business, home, and property. Contact your
insurance agent for more information on rates and coverage.
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Contact the Department of Planning, Engineering and
Permits (205) 254-2479, or consult the reference materials
in the Government Documents section of the downtown
Birmingham Public Library.

Stay tuned to radio and TV.

Turn off your electricity by flipping the circuit 
breakers off or removing fuses.

Plan an escape route to higher ground.

Avoid stream banks.

Do not attempt to cross flooding streams on 
foot or by car.

Have a portable radio, flashlight, and extra 
batteries on hand.

Evacuate the flood hazard area when advised
to do so by the police or fire department.  

FFLLOOOODDIINNGG  SSAAFFEETTYY  TTIIPPSS

2011



FFLLOOOODD  PPLLAAIINN  DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  PPEERRMMIITT
Always check with the Department of Planning,
Engineering and Permits before you build on, alter,
regrade, fill or do any other development on your property.
A Floodplain Development Permit Application must be
completed and submitted for review, prior to any devel-
opment taking place within a floodplain. If you see
building, filling or any other development without a
City permit sign posted, contact the Permitting Services
Office at (205) 254-2904, as the project may increase
flooding on your property.

The City’s Flood
Plain Ordinance
requires that all new
residential (including
manufactured
homes) buildings 
be elevated one
foot or more above
the 100-year base
flood elevation.
New non-residential
buildings (commer-
cial, industrial, etc.)
must be elevated or
flood proofed to a
level of one foot or
more above the
base flood elevation. The ordinance also requires that
all substantial improvements to a building be treated as
new construction subject to elevation or flood proofing. 
A substantial improvement means any repairs or improve-
ments that equal or exceed 50% of the market value of
the building. If you are interested in knowing all of the
floodplain ordinance development requirements, you
may request a copy from the Department of Planning,
Engineering and Permits.

FFLLOOOODD  HHAAZZAARRDD  AARREEAASS
The 100-year floodplain is the area that has a 1% chance
of flooding annually. This means your property has a 26%
chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage.
Smaller floods have a greater chance of occurring in 
any year and can still create a significant flood hazard 
to you and your property.

The flood hazard areas in Birmingham come principally
from Five Mile Creek, Village Creek, Valley Creek,
Shades Creek and their tributaries. However, some
areas of the City experience local flooding not directly
associated with a river or a creek. Floods in Birmingham
are of relatively short duration (less than 10 hours) 
reaching maximum stage about two to four hours 
(or less) after an intense rainfall. Flood waters can rise
at a rate of three feet per hour and in some areas of the
City can attain substantial velocities. Recent flooding
occurred in October 1995, January 1996, March 1996,
January 1998, June 1999, March 2000, April 2001, July
2002, May 2003, and September 2004. These floods
caused over $17 million in damages to public and 
privately-owned properties.

PPRROOPPEERRTTYY  PPRROOTTEECCTTIIOONN  
You can do a number of things to protect your property from
flood damage:

KKnnooww  yyoouurr  fflloooodd  hhaazzaarrdd..
Flood maps and flood protection references are available 
at the downtown Birmingham Public Library. You can also
visit the Department of Planning, Engineering and Permits,
Floodplain Management Staff on the fifth floor of City Hall or
call (205) 254-2479 to see if your property is in a mapped
floodplain. If so, we can give you more information, such 
as depth and frequency of flooding.

Keep a battery-powered radio tuned to a local 
station, and follow all instructions for your area. 

Turn off all utilities at the main power switch and close
the main gas valve if evacuation is likely.

Disconnect the plugs of heavy, unmovable appliances.

Place furniture on beds, then personal items on top of
the furniture.

Anchor, secure or weigh down items that may float or
move and become “battering rams.”

Place glass items in plastic bags to prevent pieces from
spreading if breakage occurs.

Put chemicals in waterproof containers and move to
higher ground.

Avoid backflow of sewer lines by closing off all sewer
line entries into your house.

PPrrootteecctt  yyoouurr  bbuuiillddiinngg  oorr  hhoouussee..

Elevating the building so that flood waters do not
enter or reach any damageable portions of it.

Constructing barriers out of fill or concrete between 
the building and flood waters.

Dry flood proofing to make the building walls and 
floor watertight.

Wet flood proofing to modify the structure and move
the contents so that when flood waters enter the
building there is little or no damage.

Preventing basement flooding from sewer backup 
or sump pump failure.
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The purpose of this pamphlet is to inform you of flood haz-
ards within the City of Birmingham and suggest possible
actions you may take to protect yourself and your property.

TTAAKKEE  EEMMEEGGEENNCCYY  MMEEAASSUURREESS  TTOO
HHEELLPP  RREEDDUUCCEE  FFLLOOOODD  DDAAMMAAGGEE  
TTOO  YYOOUURR  PPRROOPPEERRTTYY  DDUURRIINNGG  AA
FFLLOOOODD

FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE  
Your homeowner’s insurance policy will not cover losses
due to flooding. The City of Birmingham participates 
in the National Flood Insurance Program which makes
flood insurance available to all homeowners, business
owners and renters in the City through insurance agen-
cies. Please remember that most flood policies take
effect 30 days after your purchase. For many people,
their home (or business) and its contents represent their
greatest investment. We strongly urge you to buy flood
insurance to protect yourself from losses due to flood-
ing. You do not have to live in a floodplain to have flood
insurance. Property owners can insure their buildings
and contents. Renters can insure their contents. 

Regrading your lot and retrofitting your building or house 
are two major flood protection measures available to you.
Regrading involves changing your lot to eliminate or reduce
flood damage while retrofitting involves changing your 
building to eliminate or reduce flood damage.

Decide which retrofitting techniques best protect your
house or building. Consider one or more of the following
measures:

The Permitting Services Office (205) 254-2904 can provide
advice and assistance on retrofitting techniques,
and the City Engineer’s Office (205) 254-2488 will

respond to flooding, drainage and sewer
backup problems on a property. You may
report flooding complaints to the Mayor’s

Office of Citizens Assistance (205)
254-2633 or by using the on-line

Citizens Service Request which
can be found at the
fo l l ow ing  web
a d d r e s s

www.birminghamal.gov. (These advisory services are free.) Also, you
may report flooding complaints to the new Call Center 311.

When considering the above property protection measures,
please feel free to call the Floodplain Management Staff at
(205) 254-2479 for more information.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


